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Kinesthetic Strategy 

Jump Swim Lasso Chicken 

Clap Hula Sleep Churn Butter 

Punch March Jazz Hands Super Hero 

Jump Swim Lasso 



Reflect on your most recent      
                  concert…… 

 
 

•  What happened first? 
•  What traditions or procedures did you follow? 
•  Did the concert reflect what is most important in 

your classroom? 



My First Concert 



Imagine a Different Possibility 

If you could do concerts a different way, what 
would you do? 
 

  - Allow yourself to envision what is not present. 



Concerts That Teach 

Concerts are not just performances, they 
are opportunities for parents, 

administration and community 
members to take a look “into” your 

classroom.  



Concerts That Teach 

Concerts are unique and synergistic 
events. Concerts bring together the 
“energy” of the composer, music 

educator/conductor, student 
performers, and audience.  



Concerts That Teach 
Concerts are not something to “live through” 

or a “burden to survive”. They are an 
opportunity to share- 

•  The joy and creativity of music 
•  The value of music education 
•  The potential of young musicians working 

together to produce something that is bigger 
than themselves. 



We Spend Little Time Thinking 
Creatively About Concerts 

We usually “teach the way we were taught” 
and do “concerts in the same manner as we 
experienced them as a performer”. 

 
Use your imagination and allow yourself to 

think creatively about different possible 
ways to create an “informance” 





But Beware… 

•  Not suggesting “tricks” or “gimmicks”. 
•  YOU are not creating the artifacts, but 

simply gathering the information to share 
with the stakeholders. 

•  Everything you do should be tied to your 
outcomes, rooted in good teaching practice, 
based on great music, and relevant to your 
students.  

•  OK…but how? 



Good Teaching 
Great Content 

Capture The Goodness and Share It with 
Intention! 

 
Here are some ideas…. 



Display Artifacts Collected From Student 
Projects** 

•  Paintings 
•  Cartoons 
•  Photos 
•  Sculpture 
•  Videos 
•  PowerPoints 
•  Games 

•  Dance 
•  Compositions 
•  Poetry 
•  Acting 
•  Writing 
•  Research 
•  Performing 



** BUT...they must include a paragraph or 
some way of telling you HOW the artifact 
shows understanding of the outcome.  
Otherwise, it is just another thing to hang in 
your office J  



Portfolios 

•  Portfolio is a collection of student work that 
exhibits efforts, progress, and achievement. 

•  Two Types 
–  Process Portfolio – is an ongoing collection of student 

work. 
–  Product Portfolio – contains selected items representing 

the students best work. 
 
More information on portfolios in Shaping Sound Musicians p 85 -89. 



Student Journal Page Tip-Keep the writing space 
confined. 3X5 space. 



Program – Great Opportunity…Take Care! 
 



Students interested in arranging and composition used Finale to 
create new versions of the music. These students created a 
trombone octet of Simple Gifts. 



Play main themes before performing song.  
 



Demonstrations (xylophone pentatonic) 
 



Perform a number of selections that 
display how the orchestra grew and 
changed over the years. Have a cello 

narrate the event. 
 



Video Before Concert 



Video Before Concert 



Guest Conductors, Composers, Artists.  
 
 
 



Parent Band 



6th Grade Staff Beginning Instruments 



Video Introductions 



Video Introductions 



End Of The Year Video 


